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Volunteer and Help 
to Shape the Future 
of Montebello  
by Guido R. Zanni, Board of Directors 

   Montebello has a volunteer governance system consisting of 
the Board and its committees.  Without volunteers, our 
governance becomes compromised.  However, as we start the 
New Year, we find a shortage of volunteers.  Both the 
Activities Committee and the Finance and Budget Committee 
do not have chairs or co-chairs.  Both of these committees 
provide valued input and recommendations to the Board.  
Without a chair for Activities Committee, there is the risk that 
many of the activities that we have come to enjoy and take for 
granted will diminish.  There was no Cup of Joe for January, 
partly because no one volunteered to host it.  Pot luck was also 
cancelled. 

   The Finance and Budget Committee cannot meet without a 
chair.  Consequently, several financial policies are delayed for 
Board approval until a chair is appointed.  Two policies 
involving the internal financial controls for the Board and 
Activities Committee are delayed.  Additionally, the Planning 
and Design Committee has submitted a request exceeding 
$5,000.  Our current policy stipulates that the Finance and 
Budget Committee must review all discretionary expenses 
exceeding $5,000. 

   Last year, only two individuals submitted papers to run for 
the Board of Directors.  Given the importance of Board work, 
I felt it was my obligation to run as a write-in candidate.  Once 
again, I feel obliged to serve as a facilitator to the Finance and 
Budget Committee so meetings can be held to review policies 
and requested funds that are already in the pipeline.  As 
facilitator, my role is merely to call the meeting to order and 
facilitate dialogue among members.  I will not participate in 
the discussion nor will I vote.  

   The Board wants to appoint chairs for the Activities 
Committee and the Finance and Budget Committee as quickly 
as possible.  Additionally, the Communications Committee is 
off to a fresh new start and is actively recruiting new 
volunteers.  Please give serious consideration to joining one of 
these committees.  We need your input.  If you have a 
question or want additional information on volunteering, 
please contact me by email at gzanni@aol.com.  

 

 
Photo by Bill Bryant 

Many furry and feathered creatures call Montebello home.   This 
hawk was spotted in full flight.   

Take a Walk in  
Our Winter Woodlands 
by Carole Harman, Building 2 

   During the first full week of January, temperatures in the 60s 
obscure the fact of meteorological and astrological winter on 
the Mount Eagle hill.  But the woodlands – the trees, shrubs, 
animals, insects, and plants – know, sensing that the hours of 
daylight are in winter mode and soon the temperatures will be 
also.  Winter’s sights differ from those of spring’s growth 
spurt and summer’s ripeness.  But in our unique urban forest, 
described as a “rare treasure not to be taken for 
granted…[having] substantial size and maturity….” in Natural 
Resources Design’s (NRD) 2007 Overview of the Woodland, 
the treasures of our property in winter are on view for us to 
appreciate and enjoy. 

• The residential forest ― Down from more than 300 acres 
owned by the eighth Lord Fairfax and from the 52 acres sold 
for $20,000 in 1916, the 37-acre Mount Eagle property 
includes about 20 acres of woodlands that encircle the 
landscaped grounds and parking areas.  In winter, whether 
on foot or from windows, one can see across the wooded 
areas, down winding paths, and up to the sky and get a sense 
of the full space. 

• The shade-tree canopy ― NRD documented self-seeded 
groups of chestnut oak, white oak and tulip poplar, as well as 
the invasive but lovely Norway maple.  The shapes of trees 
show best in winter, when moisture on bark gives the bare 
tree a striking dark silhouette against wintry skies.   Also on 
the winter palette are the bronze of fallen oak leaves, the dull 
green of moss, the silver and white of beech and sycamore 
bark.   Stand on the ground and really look around.  

Continued on p. 5 

Montebello Needs You 

to Get Involved 
See pages 1 and 4. 



2 

Letters to the Editor 
A letter to the Editor is your opportunity to share a comment, compliment or 
concern with other residents.  Letters must not exceed 225 words and must be 
received by the seventh of the month.  Writers are responsible for the content 
and accuracy of their letters.  Management or the Board of Directors may 
respond.  Unsigned letters, letters promoting non-Montebello financial 
endeavors and personal criticisms of individuals or groups will not be 
published.  Submit letters, marked Attention: Times, to the Front Desk or to 
times@montebello.org. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Restaurant vs Community Center Usage 
   What are the rules regarding the restaurant taking over the 
entire community center whenever Montebello is having a 
party in the big community center room.  They claim they 
have a monopoly on all the alcoholic drinks.  You either buy 
from them as you can’t bring in any of your own?  Also, they 
take the entire space and set up tables all reserved for people 
wanting to order dinner from them.  When was all this 
authority granted to them if ever it was.  It seems like its only 
been recently and I resent their taking over everything. 
--T. Myles, Building 1 

Board and Management response:  The café and market 
operate under a lease with MCUOA.  As such, they are 
required to have a license from Virginia Alcoholic Beverage 
Control (ABC) to sell beverages to residents and guests in our 
Community Center (CC).  A full-service café such as ours is a 
unique amenity for condos in the greater Washington, D.C., 
area.  The café expands food service onto the main floor of the 
CC only when resident demand necessitates, usually for 
approved special functions.  For instance, on New Year’s Eve, 
the café served 113 dinners in conjunction with the Activities 
Committee-sponsored celebration.  Other such events include 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Mother’s Day, and Super Bowl 
Party, and may involve advance reservations.  These special 
functions, which are approved by the Board on the monthly 
Activities calendar, have always attracted very large groups 
over a period of years.  Other use of the CC floor, but not 
exclusive use, is for large dining clubs.  As long as the café is 
open for business, the ABC license forbids consumption of 
alcoholic beverages not purchased from them.  ABC routinely 
enforces this rule with fines and closures of establishments. 
We hope that no resident or guest would put this unique 
amenity in jeopardy of being lost to all residents.  

Calling All Montebello Fiber Artists! 
   I’m interested in getting a group together to needlepoint, 
stitch, quilt, knit, crochet, rug hook, rug braid, punchneedle, 
doll make and any other form of fiber art I may be 
overlooking.  You are welcome to send me an email 
[channing46@msn.com] and I’ll put something together in my 
home tentatively the second week in February during the day. 

   Looking forward to meeting you and sharing some fun 
ideas! 
---Channing Huhn, Building 5 

Management response:  Montebello is home to so many 
creative people, and we wish Ms. Huhn success in reaching 
others with mutual interest.  Meeting in a home on an informal 
basis is one option.  If Ms. Huhn wishes to join an established 
group, our Naughty Knitters club always welcomes 
newcomers to knit and crochet for charity.  Mary Ellen 

Bergeron is the contact person, at   mebmeb1029@aol.com as 
listed in the Activity insert delivered monthly with the Times.  
Ms. Huhn may also explore establishing a new club through 
the Activities Committee.  For more information, please 
contact Thirasit Insisiengmay, Community Activities Program 
Manager – better known as Mr. T – in the office at 703-960-
0410.       

Bowling League Kudos  
to Champions 
by Mark Woods, President, Bowling League 
   The Montebello Bowling League recognizes and 
congratulates the first half-season champions.  

   The Wednesday League champions are Mary Rhodes, 
Walter Peterson, Janice Stucki, and Sam Rhodes.  They 
pretty much ran away with the title, winning the first half by a 
whopping 14.5 games.  The rest of the league is glad for the 
second half to start and looks forward to challenging these 
champions in 2015.  

   The Monday League champions are Joyce Amenta, 
Johnathan Logan, Dave Harley, and Joe McNeely.  In what 
may have been the closest race in league history, Joyce and 
the gang finished tied for first but won by overall pin count ─ 
the tie breaker.  Their pin count was only 93 pins higher than 
the other team tied for first.  This means they won by a measly 
six pins per week and finished ahead of the last place team by 
a mere three games.  What a race!  It should be a lot of fun the 
second half of the season.  

   We still have a few openings on either Monday or 
Wednesday night for male or female bowlers.  No experience 
is necessary.  Come join the fun.  Contact Mark Woods at 
703-498-0143 if you are interested, or stop by the bowling 
alley on Monday or Wednesday night around 7 p.m.  
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Photographers:  Diane Bastin, Nancy Keller, Kim Santos, Joel Miller 
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Management:  Liz Foltin, General Manager; Marco Mendoza, Assistant 
General Manager; Peter Ng, Facilities Program Manager; John Edmond, 
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Quarterly Safety Report 
by John V. Edmond, Safety and Access Control Manager 

   It is important for Montebello residents to be aware of the 
type of incidents that take place.  This promotes community 
involvement in reporting future suspicious or actual activities 
so that they can be acted upon.  Timely reporting is the key to 
prevention and intervention. 
October through December 2014 
Community Activities/Rules Violations – 65 – Building and 
unit power outages, resident move in/out violations, resident 
lock-outs, contractor work curfew violations, venders leaving 
flyer under unit doors, residents trapped in elevator, café 
worker trapped in elevator, vehicle running and unattended, 
resident with his dog in the lobby, resident  escorted to his 
unit, residents reported coins missing from  vehicle, GPS 
stolen from a vehicle, sunglasses missing from a vehicle, golf 
clubs and other items taken from a vehicle, phone charger, 
coins, and phone head set taken from a vehicle, Safety and 
Access Control (SAC) staff observed a male and female 
looking in residents’ vehicles, SAC staff reported observing a 
resident’s golf clubs in a suspicious vehicle,  vehicle interior 
lights left on, car headlights left on, car windows down, car  
with trunk open, cars unlocked and open, parking lights on. 

Fairfax County Fire/Rescue Unit Property Access – 48 – 
Calls for residents needing medical and physical assistance, 
routine drive-through of property, training of new firefighters, 
resident yelling for help in unit, deceased residents, unit fire, 
and resident fell in unit. 

Fairfax County Police/Animal Control/Sheriff Depart-
ments/Virginia State Police – 28 – Serving legal documents, 
routine drive-through of property, checking on the welfare of 
residents, several thefts from unlocked vehicles, a report of 
missing property, arrest of resident’s guests for the theft of 
items from vehicles, U.S. Marshall serving a warrant and 
arrest of a resident’s guest, dropping off residents, 
investigation of gun shots fired from CITYSIDE Apartments, 
and deceased residents. 

Noise Disturbances – 32 – Loud music, television, and 
talking in units, resident screaming in the hallway, dogs 
barking in unit, car alarms, smoke detector beeping in unit, 
resident yelling for assistance in unit, loud construction noise 
in units, furniture dragged across the floor, loud mechanical 
noise from roof, and thumping sounds from unit. 

Suspicious Odors – 21 – Burnt food smell, burning smell in 
hallway, foul odor in hallway, cigarette and cigar odors in 
hallways, smoke smell in lobby, cigar smoke smell in 
bathroom, smell of kerosene in hallway, and smell of cigar 
smoke in garage. 

Vehicle Violations – 124 – Expired Virginia state inspection 
decals, expired Virginia state tag, no Montebello decal or 
visitor pass displayed, parking in fire lanes or other restricted 
areas, parking in disabled space without disabled permit 
displayed, failure to register vehicle, exceeding 30 minutes 
visitor parking, commercial vehicle parked on property, and 
compact vehicle space violation. 

Vehicle Others – 4 – Four minor vehicle accidents, six 
vehicles relocated, and one vehicle towed. 

 
Photo by Don Trilling 

Residents enjoy line dancing to the music of DJ Aaron Brown at 
the Community Center lounge on New Year’s Eve.    
     

Preliminary Report for 2014 
Shows Good Financial Health 
by Joe Riccobono, Treasurer, Board of Directors 

   Preliminary and unaudited financial statements for both the 
month and the year ending Dec. 31, 2014, reflect a most 
positive financial year for Montebello. 

   Final audited financial statements will be available in 
February and will be mailed to unit owners. 

   Both income and expenses in December were affected by 
year-end closing and adjusting entries whereby Income was 
slightly better than budget, but operating expenses were 
approximately $64,000 higher than budget.  Year to date, 
Income is $57,000 higher than budget and operating expenses 
are $248,000 lower than budget.  Subject to any year-end audit 
adjustments, Montebello will have achieved another very solid 
year of financial performance. 

   We ended the year in excellent financial condition with cash 
reserves of $6.8 million and uncommitted reserves of 
approximately $3.4 million. 

   Further financial details will be provided when the audited 
financial statements are available in February. 

Jan. 13 Board Actions  
Attendance:  Doug Kennett, Presiding; Directors Bender (by 
phone), Harman, Riccobono (by phone), Kleine (by phone), 
Schmidt, Thorkildsen, Zanni, Shaw.  General Manager Liz 
Foltin, Assistant General Manager Marco Mendoza, Facilities 
Program Manager Peter Ng.  

Board Actions:  (All actions unanimous unless noted.)    
• February Calendar.  Approved. 
• Sense of the Board. Consensus to enter into 

discussions to contract services to assist residents in 
removal and storage of material from their storage units 
during the fire sprinkler replacement project should they 
so desire.  

Minutes of this meeting have not been read or approved by the 
Board of Directors and will not be official until they are 
passed at the Feb. 10 Board meeting.  Board documents 
provide details and are available to residents at 
www.montebello.org.  The next Board work session is Feb. 24.    
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 Director’s Corner  
Could You Be a Future  
Board Member? 
by Douglas M. Kleine, Board of Directors  

   Spring means Board of Directors election time at 
Montebello.  The Board’s primary role is to plan, decide, and 
evaluate.  Serving on the Board is a commitment – a 
commitment to make the time, but even more, a commitment 
to be engaged with your Board members, fellow owners, and 
the current- and long-range issues facing Montebello.  
Candidate petitions are not due until March 26 by 5 p.m., but 
it is not too early to explore whether this is the year for you to 
volunteer for Board service. 

   Start with the Montebello website. Past minutes, agenda 
packets, audits, and other documents are in the owners’ 
section under Governance.  Check the Code of Conduct 
(Administrative Resolution 95); you will be asked to sign it if 
elected. 

   Attend some committee meetings during February; get a feel 
for the work committees do, and see how that relates to Board 
work.  If elected, chances are that you will be asked to be the 
Board liaison to a committee.  

   Don’t be overwhelmed by complexity and technical matters.  
Yes, you have to be informed, but being informed means you 
can ask for more information, search for clarity, and make use 
of experts.  New solutions and win-win solutions can come 
from the understanding created by intelligent discussion and 
careful understanding of the pros and the cons.  I like to 
practice deciding by the three R’s.  Reasons – why are we 
doing this, what is the need, and who has asked for it?  Risks – 
what are our chances of success, what is the price of failure, 
what is the price of inaction?  Rewards – what will be the 
benefit to the condo and the owners?  The current Board has 
described its style as “evidence-based decision making.”  

   Recognize that the leadership team is more than directors. 
Staff and the General Manager are invaluable parts of the 
Board room relationship.  The Board is only in session for a 
few hours each month.  The General Manager has to interpret 
new directions and deadlines and keep routine work running, 
so be prepared to be clear about priorities, goals, and 
expectations. Realize that for every decision there is an 
implementation responsibility that falls to staff. 

   Get out and around the property.  You will be asked to 
represent the whole, not the part.  You must act on behalf of 
the best interest of all the membership.  Ask yourself whether 
you can be sympathetic without promising something beyond 
your ability to make happen.  Even as a Board member, unless 
the Board is in session or has specifically delegated something 
to you, you are just another owner waiting for the bus or 
eating dinner in the café. 

   Serving on the Board is a unique opportunity to add your 
input to Montebello’s record of good governance and open 
communications while developing the next round of leaders. 
During your service, you can make room for others by inviting 
their input and sharing what you know with them. Others can 
follow in your footsteps and make their own footprints. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Fire Alarm Test Schedule  
   Monthly tests of the Fire Alarm System occur at 10 a.m.:   

Building 1 – 1st Wednesday 
Building 2 – 2nd Wednesday 
Building 3 – 3rd Wednesday 
Building 4 – 4th Wednesday 

 

HEARTFELT 
Welcome to Our New Neighbors 

Susan Allen and Donald Hinman, Building 4.  Susan 
was a teacher in the Fairfax County Public Schools and is 
now a novelist.  She has a master’s degree in English from 
the University of Wisconsin and volunteers with 
TreeSteward of Arlington and Alexandria.  Don is an 
economist with the USDA.  He attended Michigan State 
University and has a doctorate in agricultural economics.  
They enjoy bicycling, travel, civic activism, and their cat.   

Michael Bassett and Jaruwan Singsin, Building 3.  
Jaruwan works at The Thai Institute of Healing Arts as a 
certified massage therapist for Swedish and Thai massage.  
She has a degree in airline business management.  Mike is 
a retired U.S. Army Wounded Warrior and works as an 
information officer with The Rendon Group.  He is also 
employed at The Asia Institute as a North Korean affairs 
analyst.  Mike has a master’s in strategic communications 
from American University and one in Inter-Korean 
relations from Yonsei University, South Korea.  

Said and Jacob Dahreddine, Building 1.  

Rolf and Gayle Dietrich, Building 4.  

Romina Hennig, Building 3.  Romina is a veterinarian for 
the USDA and a member of the U.S. Army Reserve.  She 
recently returned from a seven-month military deployment 
to Djibouti, Africa.  She is a graduate of the University of 
Florida, where she studied veterinary medicine, food 
science, and human nutrition.  

Don and Maria Moore, Building 2. 

Lenore S. Siwiee, Building 2.  Lenore formerly worked 
for the USDA and FEMA.  She has a Master’s in business 
administration.  Her special interests are jewelry making, 
painting (watercolor and pastel), macramé, and drawing 
(charcoal and pencil). 

Condolences 
To the family and friends of Jean Marie Bissett, Building 
1, who passed away on Dec. 10.   

To the family and friends of Doris Schuster, Building 3, 
who passed away Jan. 11.  Her family will celebrate her 
life, Saturday, Feb. 7, 2-4 p.m., Party Room 3 

Ed. Note: If you have an item to include in Heartfelt, send 
it to times@montebello.org.  Please remember that we 
mention only Montebello residents and must obtain the 
permission of those named. 
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Contracts Update                                                
by Greg Bender, Board of Directors 

Snow and Ice Removal Preparations 
   Management has begun snow removal/ice control.  We have 
received the final 100 bags of deicing material, bringing us to 
a normal quantity on hand.  

Groundskeeping Actions 
   At about 9:30 a.m. Monday, Dec. 15, a contractor’s truck 
was parked adjacent to the B1 entrance of Building 4 while 
making a delivery.  Its parking brake failed resulting in the 
truck’s rolling downhill over a flowerbed and across the road 
before jumping the curb.  A pine tree stopped it from going 
down the hillside.  We have contacted our landscape company 
for a damage assessment.  The truck’s operator has notified his 
insurance carrier, who will pay for the damage. 

   Our landscape contractor has repaired a wooden retaining 
wall behind the Community Center near the fence line and 
installed a wooden guardrail on a retaining wall at Building 5.    

   Our landscape contractor has also removed oil-contaminated 
soil from the turf area in front of Building 2’s parking lot and 
has replaced it with good soil and new sod.  It is believed the 
contaminated soil may have come from a resident having 
dumped engine oil on the grass.  
 

Did You Know . . .  
that in December the community donated 142 toys to the 
Toys for Tots program and 310 food items to UCM? 

that each building lobby has a book exchange in the library?  
It is in the elevated area to the right of the main entrance when 
you enter the building.  Bring a book, take a book. 

that if you haven’t already done so, you can register to be in 
the Montebello Resident Directory (available only to 
residents) by doing one of the following: 

• go to the Montebello website to register 
• contact Crystal Hughey at the Front Desk 
• complete a form at the Front Desk 

You can then choose to also be on the Montebello Mailing 
List (MML) through which you receive notices and 
information from the Association via email.  You can opt in or 
out of various subjects that are most relevant to you, e.g., 
building-specific notices such as water cutoffs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo by Bill Bryant; Editing by Don Trilling  

This red fox, seen with the foliage electronically stripped away, is 
alert and watchful, and probably wondering what the person with 
the camera is doing.   

Winter Woodlands, continued from p. 1 
• Nature’s winter food supply ― Cones, sweet gum balls, 

and seed pods have largely detached themselves from 
branches to distribute seeds for future growth and for bird 
and animal food.  Here and there, the ground under trees is 
littered with peanut shells where some residents have acted 
to help nature with winter food sources, as behind Building 
1, B-2 exit, and in front of Building 3 by the retaining wall.  
But our animals are wild, as our woods are, and they deserve 
to stay that way and to be treasured for what they are.  Have 
you heard the red fox bark, the red-tailed hawk cry, the 
sparrows twitter?  They and the deer, squirrels, raccoons, 
voles, bees, and praying mantises all live here as 
programmed by Mother Nature.  Let’s protect their habitat 
rather than altering their natural habits. 

• Light and warmth ― On a warm early January day, a 
cultivated forsythia has 35 yellow blooms due for death by 
freezing.  Near trail post 20, still under ground, skunk 
cabbage roots await increased light to be the first wildflower 
in bloom, growing so fast that it will generate heat enough to 
melt snow and attract pollinating insects. By late February 
with spring not far off, maple branches will show red buds 
swollen with sap. 

• Into the Woods ― No need to go to the movies to go into 
the woods – it is all here.  Go and see. 

References: Fairfax County Hidden Pond Nature Almanac, 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hidden-pond/calendar.htm; and 
Roberts,J, http://jay.typepad.com/william_jay/2014/10/ghosts-
on-the-hill-a-look-at-three-historic-homes-in-southeast-
fairfax-county-.html   

Maintenance Note 
Only Toilet Paper in the Toilet 
   Only toilet paper may be thrown down the toilet as it will 
dissolve properly.  Other paper or paper-like items should be 
disposed of in the trash: 
• The so-called flushable wet wipes will not dissolve and 

have resulted in serious problems in sewer systems. 
• Paper towels will expand and clog your drain. 
• Facial tissue is made with additives that strengthen the 

paper, and they do not dissolve well in water. 

Update on the Fitness Center 
from President Kennett 

   We continue to work with our architect and 
our contractor of choice on value engineering 
considerations for our proposed Fitness Center. 
Specifically, we are working with both to find the 
optimum approach to construction that will ensure we get 
the best value facility within the budget approved by unit 
owners. Part of this process caused the team to realize that 
starting construction in the spring/summer timeframe, 
rather than in the winter could lead to lower costs and 
increased efficiency.  We hope to complete this process 
and provide a full report when finalized in the near future. 
 



Our Neighbors 

The Luecks: Feeling 
at Home While 
Living Abroad 	  
by Mikhailina Karina, Times staff 	  

   Last summer’s barrage of rockets from Gaza into Israel 
rattled Lance Lueck’s nerves and windows in Jerusalem, with 
one landing less than a mile from his house.  He now says that 
he never worried about the country being invaded or anything 
really bad happening.  Though he didn’t have to go into the 
bunker in his home, Lance did order good quality gas masks – 
just in case.  He says everyone felt the underlying gravity of 
the situation when the 15-second warnings went off and the 
Iron Dome missile defense system was deployed. “When 
tensions ratchet up, all sides hunker down and give each other 
the stink eye,” he describes the hostilities between the ethnic 
groups. 

   Lance and his son Logan returned to the States last August 
after a four-year stint at the American Consulate in Jerusalem, 
where Lance was an attaché for the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS).  He worked with the U.S. Department of 
State to ensure that visas weren’t issued to suspected terrorists. 
Currently, Lance is a senior special agent in the DHS policy 
division, where he evaluates policies pertaining to 
investigations and arrests from the perspective of a customs 
officer.  Logan is an eighth-grader at Mark Twain Middle 
School. They plan to stay in the area long enough for Logan – 
an aspiring industrial engineer, who is applying to the Thomas 
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology – to 
graduate from high school before Lance takes another posting. 

   Lance’s father was a career Navy man who took his family 
all over the world.  After high school, Lance wanted to join 
the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, but the battalion he sought 
to join, the 73rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, equipped with 
air-droppable light tanks, was full for that year.  Instead, 
Lance signed up for the National Guard while studying 
business administration at a community college. 

   In the early 1990s, at the height of the war on drugs, he 
began working as a customs inspector on the busy border with 
Mexico.  He says that tons of drugs, primarily cocaine and 
marijuana, were getting into the United States at that time.  Of 
more than 300 seizures, his biggest bust was 2,100 pounds of 
cocaine.  After completing his university degree in 1995, he 
joined the Navy reserve as an intelligence officer and was 
promoted to Customs Special Agent, which led him to 
working on transnational crime issues in Mexico City, 
Scandinavian countries, Indonesia, and Israel. 

   Lance and Logan, with their 14-year-old mutt, Tiberias, 
have been on their own since 2008, when Logan’s mother lost 
her second bout with cancer.  Attending an international 
school in Jerusalem, Logan says he picked up some Hebrew 
and Arabic.   
 

 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Lance Lueck 
Building 4 residents Lance (left) and Logan Lueck enjoyed Israel 
during their posting at the American Consulate in Jerusalem. 

It was also “pretty cool to see all the things from the past,” as 
they visited Nazareth, Galilee, Eilat, Tel Aviv, Haifa, and 
Bethlehem, as well as trips around the region.  He was 
particularly impressed by the Dead Sea Scrolls that he saw at 
the Israel Museum in Jerusalem and learning of their historical 
significance.    

   “Tel Aviv plays, Haifa works, and Jerusalem prays,” is how 
Lance describes Israel’s largest cities.  As an American, he 
had no problem visiting Palestinian areas.  He says the 
diplomats are stuck in the middle of the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict while the locals are “killing each other with looks.”  

   One huge difference for Logan as he now attends an 
American public school is the behavior of his classmates. 
Lance explains that although Israeli children are naturally 
“boisterous and aggressive,” they don’t give their teachers any 
smart-aleck backtalk at school.  Israeli teachers don’t put up 
with such sass: “They are in control.”  In contrast, Logan says 
that American kids don’t seem to know where to draw the line 
with inappropriate behavior.  “I feel like I know my way 
around better than many other kids,” Logan says in a serious, 
mature manner seldom seen in middle school students. 

   Like his dad, Logan’s life has been filled with far-flung 
travels. His favorite journey so far was a boat trip through 
Sweden’s canals from Stockholm to Gothenburg, which 
involved going through 47 locks on one of the oldest 
passenger steam vessels still in operation.  With just 40 
passengers on a 210-foot-long boat, he enjoyed the scenery 
but didn’t appreciate the gourmet meals.  Logan dreams of 
visiting Australia someday, where he’d like to pilot a sailboat 
and play with kangaroos.  “Our office does have an opening in 
Australia,” Lance replies.  

Is there an interesting neighbor you would like us to profile?  
Send your nomination to the Editor c/o the Association or 
email it to times@montebello.org.	  
 
 
 


